ENGLAND AND THE ENGLISH

be so, but as I study them and their history, I
try in vain to make myself see it.

Whether as individuals, or as nations, we c&
operate valiantly in bringing upon ourselves our
own unhappiness. England has been steadily iri-
creasing her taxation, steadily increasing the toll
upon large fortunes of late, flirting in short with
the theory that the curbing of wealth means dis-
tribution to the poor, and now she is aghast at
the number of the unemployed, and at the de-
crease in her export and import trade* Just why
capital should continue to offer itself upon the
altar of taxation indefinitely it is hard to see,
and yet without capital, and capital encouraged
and protected, there can be no employment
of labor, and no increasing commerce and
industry.

We have in America the largest aggregations of
wealth under one control in the world. We have
one man with more money than any man in
history has ever had* We have also a population
of nearly ninety millions, increasing of late years
at the rate of a million a year, and we cannot get
men enough in years of average prosperity to do
our work, and we pay the highest wages, and our
people live in the greatest average comfort.
There may be, and there has been undoubtedly,
misuse of wealth, but wealth gua wealth is a